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EDUCATION PORTFOLIO 
Motion 

Resumed from 21 September on the following motion moved by Hon Liz Behjat — 

That this Council congratulates the Liberal–National government on its excellent performance in the 
education portfolio. 

HON PETER KATSAMBANIS (North Metropolitan) [1.07 pm]: I welcome the opportunity to get up again 
and speak on this wonderful motion because, as I said in my previous contribution on this motion, the longer we 
get into this term of government the performance of this government in the education portfolio becomes even 
better. It is excellent, fantastic and to the benefit of Western Australian students, parents and teachers. In 
contrast, the opposition cannot debate or argue the government’s work in the education space on facts or on 
details. Instead, opposition members run around and publicly make things up. They make things up as they go 
along, and they say them often enough to convince themselves that they are true and then they try to convince 
the public, but the public will not be hoodwinked. The other thing opposition members do is latch onto some 
form of scare campaign to try to scare parents that somehow or other this government will stop dead in its tracks 
after eight and a half years of fantastic performance in education and all of a sudden dud the people of this state. 
The government will not do that and it is continuing to prove that. 

The opposition says to the public that this government has cut funding in education. This happened again in the 
couple of weeks since I was on my feet debating this motion. It is an opportune time to remind members 
opposite that every single year since this government has been in office that funding in education has gone up. In 
2007–08, the total amount of funding provided for education was $2 843 000. In 2008–09, spending increased by 
$422 million, or 14.8 per cent. In the first year of the first term of this government, there was an increase in 
spending of nearly 15 per cent. The following year, 2010–11, there was a $325 million increase, or 10 per cent, 
building on the 15 per cent increase from the year before. In 2010–11, there was an $81 million increase, or 
2.3 per cent, but still an increase. It was a good increase, having built on those two previous massive increases. 
In the following year, 2011–12, there was a $248 million increase, or 6.7 per cent. In 2012–13, there was 
a $184 million increase, or 4.7 per cent. In 2013–14, there was an increase of $210 million, or 5.1 per cent. We 
saw continuing significant increases every year. In 2014–15, there was a further increase of $131 million, or 
three per cent. It should be highlighted that that was around the time a federal Labor government was talking 
a big game on funding education but certainly not delivering for Western Australia. In 2015–16, there was 
a $224 million increase, or 5.1 per cent. Budgeted for this current financial year, 2016–17, is another increase of 
$172 million, or 3.7 per cent. Over that period, there was a total increase of $1 998 000. We might as well round 
that off and call it a $2 billion increase over that period, or 70.3 per cent. That is extraordinary. 

When Labor runs around and talks about education cuts, I have no idea what it is talking about and the public 
of Western Australia has no idea what it is talking about because the figures just do not back that up. A 
credibility gap is created in the opposition when the people who want to be the government of this state go 
around talking about a $200 million cut. As has been pointed out many times by the minister, if the opposition 
really believed its own claims that there had been a cut to education funding, it would put its money where its 
mouth is and promise a $200 million increase to make up for alleged cuts—the cuts that did not happen. The 
very fact that it does not do that exposes it for the cheap political stunts that it continues to make with 
children’s education, rather than accepting that this government has done a great job and congratulating it for 
that. But the opposition makes cheap political stunts on other things too. It does it on new school builds. The 
Leader of the Opposition, who is also the education spokesperson for the opposition, keeps saying that the 
government has built three new schools a year. That is wrong. This government has built 41 new schools: nine 
in 2009; four in 2010; three in 2011; four in 2012; six in 2013; six in 2014; four in 2015; five this year in 
2016; and, at the start of next year, to add to that 41 that I have already listed over that eight-year period, 
another five new schools will be built in 2017, to make 46; as well as 15 replacement schools and 10 partial 
school rebuilds. That is a wonderful performance in anyone’s language. 

Speaking of new schools, let us talk about the amazingly misinformed performance on this motion by the 
Leader of the Opposition and the amazing scare campaign she tried to run when she got up in this place and 
talked about high school options for the western suburbs. The minister rightly said to her, “This motion is not 
about high school options for the western suburbs. Just wait. There will be a wonderful announcement and 
those parents out there that you are scaring will realise that you are just a scaremonger and that the only 
people who can deliver is this government.” What has happened? As I said at the outset, the longer this 
government’s term lasts, the better its performance in education. It was proven the other day, only a few 
weeks ago on 28 September, when the minister announced a deal to create a new high school in the western 
suburbs—a brand-new $60 million high school that will be located on the site of the former City Beach High 
School. He did not do that by turfing out the International School of Western Australia or the Japanese School 
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in Perth that occupy that site or pushing other schools out to accommodate those two schools. It was a holistic 
package across the board. The international school will move into the refurbished accommodation at the large 
site where Doubleview Primary School is located, which is a win-win for everyone. Doubleview Primary 
School will be built on another portion of that large site as a brand-new state-of-the-art primary school. The 
Japanese school will relocate to refurbished buildings at City Beach Primary School, which has plenty of 
room to accommodate it. Additionally, $18.8 million will be spent to expand Carine Senior High School for 
an extra 300 students. Carine is not quite technically in the western suburbs but it draws people from a big 
area, including the western and northern suburbs. Many people in Padbury, Craigie, Sorrento, Kallaroo and 
Hillarys also choose to send their children to Carine Senior High School so people across the western and 
northern suburbs are benefitting from this announcement. 

In case people thought the government had stopped there, when the minister was announcing this in his press 
release, he said, “Hold your horses. In case the opposition wants to run any scare campaigns, there will be 
more positive news to announce regarding Mount Lawley and Balcatta Senior High Schools in the near 
future.” I warn parents out there that this opposition will stoop to anything to belittle the government and run 
down what is a positive and fantastic record: Do not fall for Labor’s scare campaign. It thinks this has been 
great. It has been great to see the new school builds, the extra funding, the commitment to a stronger 
curriculum, the commitment to rewarding teachers appropriately, the commitment to fixing the issue of 
demand for additional places at high schools across the western suburbs of Perth and the coming 
commitments, as the minister said, to Mt Lawley and Balcatta. The parents, students and teachers of 
Western Australia know that when it comes to education, there is one mob they can trust and that is the 
Liberal–National government. There is one mob we certainly cannot trust because it makes things up as it 
goes along. It has no plan and it has no solution. It had no plan or solution for the western suburbs at all. Only 
this government did, and we are out there delivering it. I am proud to put my support on the record for this 
excellent motion moved by my colleague Hon Liz Behjat.  

Division 

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (19) 

Hon Martin Aldridge Hon Peter Collier Hon Alyssa Hayden Hon Michael Mischin 
Hon Ken Baston Hon Donna Faragher Hon Col Holt Hon Helen Morton 
Hon Liz Behjat Hon Nick Goiran Hon Peter Katsambanis Hon Simon O’Brien 
Hon Jacqui Boydell Hon Dave Grills Hon Mark Lewis Hon Phil Edman (Teller) 
Hon Jim Chown Hon Nigel Hallett Hon Robyn McSweeney  
 

Noes (11) 

Hon Robin Chapple Hon Kate Doust Hon Laine McDonald Hon Darren West 
Hon Alanna Clohesy Hon Sue Ellery Hon Martin Pritchard Hon Samantha Rowe (Teller) 
Hon Stephen Dawson Hon Adele Farina Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson  

            

Pairs 

 Hon Paul Brown Hon Sally Talbot 
 Hon Brian Ellis Hon Lynn MacLaren 

Question thus passed. 
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